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Subpart F—Participation by State 
Governments and Indian Tribes

§ 61.70 Scope. 

This subpart describes mechanisms 
through which the Commission will im-
plement a formal request from a State 
or tribal government to participate in 
the review of a license application for a 
land disposal facility. Nothing in this 
subpart may be construed to bar the 
State or tribal governing body from 
participating in subsequent Commis-
sion proceedings concerning the license 
application as provided under Federal 
law and regulations.

§ 61.71 State and Tribal government 
consultation. 

Upon request of a State or tribal gov-
erning body, the Director shall make 
available Commission staff to discuss 
with representatives of the State or 
tribal governing body information sub-
mitted by the applicant, applicable 
Commission regulations, licensing pro-
cedures, potential schedules, and the 
type and scope of State activities in 
the license review permitted by law. In 
addition, staff shall be made available 
to consult and cooperate with the 
State or tribal governing body in devel-
oping proposals for participation in the 
license review.

§ 61.72 Filing of proposals for State 
and Tribal participation. 

(a) A State or tribal governing body 
whose interest is affected by a near-
surface disposal facility at the pro-
posed site may submit to the Director 
a proposal for participation in the re-
view of a license application. Proposals 
must be submitted within the following 
time periods: 

(1) For the State in which the dis-
posal facility will be located, or any 
State that is member of an interstate 
compact that includes the State in 
which the disposal facility is located, 
no later than 45 days following publica-
tion in the FEDERAL REGISTER of the 
notice of tendering of an application 
submitted under § 61.20. 

(2) For any other State, or for a trib-
al governing body, no later than 120 
days following publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER of the notice of ten-

dering of an application submitted 
under § 61.20. 

(b) Proposals for participation in the 
licensing process must be made in writ-
ing and must be signed by the Gov-
ernor of the State or the official other-
wise provided for by State or tribal 
law. 

(c) At a minimum, proposals must 
contain each of the following items of 
information: 

(1) A general description of how the 
State or tribe wishes to participate in 
the licensing process specifically iden-
tifying those issues it wishes to review. 

(2) A description of material and in-
formation which the State or tribe 
plans to submit to the Commission for 
consideration in the licensing process. 
A tentative schedule referencing steps 
in the review and calendar dates for 
planned submittals should be included. 

(3) A description of any work that 
the State or tribe proposes to perform 
for the Commission in support of the li-
censing process. 

(4) A description of State or tribal 
plans to facilitate local government 
and citizen participation. 

(5) A preliminary estimate of the 
types and extent of impacts which the 
State expects, should a disposal facil-
ity be located as proposed. 

(6) If desired, any requests for edu-
cational or information services (semi-
nars, public meetings) or other actions 
from the Commission such as establish-
ment of additional Public Document 
Rooms or exchange of State personnel 
under the Intergovernmental Personnel 
Act.

§ 61.73 Commission approval of pro-
posals. 

(a) Upon receipt of a proposal sub-
mitted in accordance with § 61.72, the 
Director shall arrange for a meeting 
between the representatives of the 
State or tribal governing body and the 
Commission staff to discuss the pro-
posal and to ensure full and effective 
participation by the State or tribe in 
the Commission’s license review. 

(b) If requested by a State or tribal 
governing body, the Director may ap-
prove all or any part of a proposal if 
the Director determines that: 
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